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To be eligite for « liver transpland, yor mvsd
be 1n fiver failure, past He pojat < vepair,
){;w need) tv Shows Haat you are w;llc'ha and
bl v make the kfestyle changes necded +o
Sippott Hhe gift of Life that o liver provides,

My 9landma's cousin Anthony (s in iver
{ailuve, past the point of repaic. B ecause
I lve Hu cdosest tv Han |ospital, avd
beauje 'S o good znoual\ excufe fo Miss
class, T am +he evidence’ oF S0cial sy
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The doctor explained what was “900d* an) what was "bad" in relation
tansplant list Anthony is due for anothes palacemtesi
Pyid build vp (asceites) from his belly. Pavacendesis 15 "
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a4 - "bad™

e o e
K Rt 8, Sitge (3%
Tl 3

e e 27 AMCRS ey
He als0 Says we shoutd Sign +he Lorms o a

v will be disqualificd 4rom considecaton (f
you have uncoatrolled intections; cancer outside
the liver, disabling psychiatric conditions; ongoing
Sdbstance abuse, of a [ack of Socia| Support.

15 been a Shange way 4er 1 ko Someone
1 only Saw on slidays.
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At the fiest 4ppointMent, he introduced me

He tall dochr a5 Caryn (My Mon's name),
T didn't correct him.

to Am’nwg‘r statvs on the
5 an vneleasant Protedure + dvain excess
§00d." This moves Aathony from am Il 4o o

peint, te dector says that 2§ a celprively heatthy dwenty- seven Year-0ld, T be

i A




“ONE OF THE SYMPTOMS OF THE “HAS HE BEEN FEELING

ASCITES CAN BE CONFUSION CONFUSED?”
- HAVE YOU BEEN FEELING 4

ow Should | know? 7 2
CONFUSED, MICHAEL 77 H s THANK Yo'

‘Not MogE CONFUS ED

R THAN ANYIWE ELSE
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Grandma had 4cied +o prepace me for that first The hi&brng? Anthony is my grandma's Youngesf
appointment. She kept say/nj “You have +o cousin, her only rema{m'ng Cousin, +he Sole
know your Wistorg " member of a once Ia(ae £imily who sk liges
) on the block in Queens where “they all gfew vp-

U

Anthonys older sister ‘Bubbles’ (so calied for Bubbles died when she was eleven years old, on December

+he bybbles she blew ovt aP 4he corner of her ”"’/ at home on 68th Street, five C\G‘JS b¢for<
mouth) Was born 4Madﬁplcgu from something +o +he hospital called to say +hey fnaly had o
do with “spinal fluid™ My grandma, the ‘oldest bed for her Sargerd. Anthony was born afteq,
female cousin, was fesponsible for Iooking afier her. 4o a wother who never rcovered from +his [osy,’
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1 y ioned  the hyperdension,
ngma  reminde) me  to o del( Anthonys She Never  Mentione
forivi‘ ﬁv& Ywe* Mave Mediderrqnean anemie,  dinpetes, and vatious forms of Cancer #\‘:
"I+ makes my plood low, and T alwny! h_qu_ 50 Much of tiu »\‘AMA" has also Seemed Ho shave.
to tdl _them, it's  Medderranean anewtiq!

She fOWH'eoH'v hes Missing brea sk and uplainu) Tha Morq:/l iss doctors don't {ff-k’/\, and fﬁMﬂ}
that he arm on dhat 5;‘:?4 “blows vy and she know ! whatls best.

iahtS With Hhe drctves every Hime +o not take
m“;tma rru;ur:‘—mcu (i he brethe o)) he

ok 4o twenty years 440 ot an Eqs+e” dinng,

1t 15 with the phantom-objectivity of discase and its
treaiment in our society that I am concerned, because
by denying the human relations embodied in symp
toms, signs, and therapy. we pot only mystifv them
bur we also reproduce a poli vi
of a [
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When the doctar finally did +ake a Sort of history, Anthony answered

positive enthusiasm —

all hic ques-ﬁons with a s+ro.n3e

fig 1. Distribution of Vessels and Ducts

“SO, YOU’RE AN ALCOHOLIC?”
04, YEAH, IM 40/ fLCOHOLIC.

fig 5. Duct System with Gallstones in Common Sites
“HAVE YOU EVER GOTTEN A DUI?”

"VH, | OT PULLED OVER OB
SPEEPING."

The fhied appointment was supposed +o be with

some Sort
brought his papers in a brown leather folder, . etirement 33“ feom his coworkels +iy

fig 2. Liver Segments Visceral View with
Biliary Draining Areas
“YOU’RE GOING TO AA?”
"YEAH, I'VE BEEN THREE TIMES, "
/ Aliending AR meetings was a fequirement
“for Anthany 4o get on the fransplant list)

fig 6. Liver Lobule

“WERE YOU DRUNK 7
‘von, YEM."

(Astony smiled, glanced at +he doctor, then qf m&)

I advisor. Anthony
Year before,

of Social el [financia

T think it made both me and #he interns uncomfortable. X tried 4o avoid efe contact by io(un'nj
my attention m the educational posters in +he room.

fig 3. Portal System fig 4. Antero-Visceral View

“DID YOU DRINK A LOT?” “HOW MANY DRINKS WOULD YOU HAVE ?”
“YES, WELL, CNCE ok TWICE A WEEK |'P “TeN To TWELVE.,.™
GO OvT To THE BAR WITH My FRIENbS."

(An&hany losked ot me, shn/”ul, and +yrned
back 1o fhe doctor.)

fig 7. Liver Segments: Poterior View fig 8. Cirrhosis
“WHEN WAS THIS?” Y “OKAY. DO YOU SMOKE 7’
00H VH ‘712" “We.| USED To HAVE A CIG AR AT A
(There was m% (;mku. The interns exchanged JETS GAME VoW AND THEN,
[ooks again. ony [ooked at me and smifed, Anth ied of me e “
Hhen h‘?ﬂld buck 4o the cloctor, shil siling. (9::4-:2 ‘:741»24% L’("L.o’u:‘;d made & “You know

I/ «1'mso SORRY.” ) S SR

are fent fo wai in +he Sawre smalf room as fast Hime. A few minvtes go by, an +h
tell doctor enters and sits on +op of the desk in front of us.



between twelve 4
lefr = live.

Antlheny Wasg

A colaviseal carcinoma has definitively fuled
eighteen moviths

ovt Anthony’s clhance Hor a liver feansplant.
His failing liver and o bloed clot
fnle out “any chance of treatment
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The d L¢V takes AIHWIW\D'X handy,
anloéf’Ie! Q«?‘ﬂ.h, then  leaves +Hhe coen, .

WHAT  ELSE COULD WE bO?



